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| aſſemble in feſtive mirth, to celebrate the natir- 
iry of GzwznaL WASHINGTON. 


« And now our fate we muſt deplore, 
FF * Colutbiz's Saviour is no more !” 


3. * 


Our muſic, which uſed to be mirth, is turned 
into mourning. Tears are mingled with our joys. 


" * 
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FHs day is devoted to the commemoration 
of the political Saviour of our country, od 


* day, annually, have the brave ſons and 
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| | ſhip of the Gcp of Heaven, we now aſſemble 
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0 pay our rribute of reſpect to an S Moftribus fel. 
low mortal. We would not profane theſe ſac- 


red walls—we come to commemorate the 


worth of virtue, and to ſhow our love of it. We 


| } aſſemble in grateful homage; to adore and bleſs the 
i Supreme Creator of all, who hath raiſed up for us 
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* an horn of temporal ſalvation. 
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In a Republican Goyernment, it would be Wo. 


5 grading the dignity of man, to boaſt of. the, 
, and exalted anceſtors from whom he deſcer 
2 Royalty and nobility are the baubles of monarc 


- It ĩs enovgh that the man himſelf poſſeſſed the no- 


ble virtues which adorn and embelliſh the human 
character. Vet if any one would be pleaſed in 
; knowing the parentage of this, his ſo deeply lament- 
ed father, he may eaſily find by a peruſal of the 
beſt of authorities that he ſprang from a very an- 


tient and reſpectable family i in the greateſt ſtate in 


our Union.—To tell you, by oral tradition, of pre- 
' ditions made at his birth of future glory, would 
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b appear like fable or fancy. We need not fancy, 


fable or prophecy, to impreſs on our minds the 
ideas of his excellence. A plain narration of his 


life is an Eulogy on human natute vou will 


not expect, on this occaſion, even an attempt in 


your ſpeaker to delineate the character, or expreſs 


the worth of the unrivalled virtues ofthe man you 


honor, and whoſe loſs you ſo feelingly lament. 


The goodneſs and greatneſs of WASHINGTON 
cannot, by the moſt brilliant tongue of eloquence, | 
be expreſſed | in.an hour, a day, or a year. Could 
os take bot the ſlighteſt view of the tranſcendent 
* 4 brightneſs of his career in life, how would patriots 

| and philoſophers, ſoldiers and aints be charmed 


with the proſpect! | Volume after volume ſhall 
ſwell to contain a hiſtory of his matchleſs deeds. 


895 Would a you be informed when and where he 
was born ? When and where he died? Or would 


Jou be told of the good and the great things he 


did while a reſident on earth che counſel he gave 
—the battles he fought—the wiſdom of the one, or 
the valor of the other . Lou have the relation i in 
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your hands, in hiſtories, orations, eulogies, and the 


erouded publications of che day. Would you, my 
friends, have your feelings warmed to an enthuſi- 
aſtic ardor by a repreſentation of his commanding 
preſence of mind, calm and cool recolleftion, and 


the animating courage, which, like an electric fluid 


in the tremendous day of battle, darted from his « eye 
chrovgh all his troops and forced them to acts of 


| n and victory? Hear it not from me — hear 
it from the brave of your own town and cou " 
wy; who ſtood by him in thoſe ſcenes and ſaw glo * 


ſhine around him ! No pem in its deſcription, can 
warm the heart equal to the ſimple ſtory of the 
ſoldier who ſaw and ſupported him. I have not 
to inform you that in his youthful days, honor 

perched on his head at Monongahela—that he 


was the Father who gave vs a name among the na. 


tions of the earth—that he ſaved our Capital by 
his wiſdom—rhat at times, (weak and weakened 


as we were) he ſtood almoſt our ſolitary bulwark 


and defenee. The glorious morning at Trenton, 


after the borrors of a diſmal night in which the tem- 


peſtuous diſcords of nature yielded to the calmneſs 


paſſed . that, in the diſpat 
in one place he eluded the deſigns. of ihe enemy 
by his foreſight, and how in another he leaped/the 
bounds of human conjecture by his warlike atchiev- 
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| T 
I need not tell you with what diffidence he entered 


as a guide into the public ſcenes, both of war and 
ol peace and with what eclathe retited fromithem 
Sof his wiſdom and addreſs. in collecting and 


keeping together his forces; and how he ſur- 


ading of them-hoW 


ain putting to flight a havghty - foe;. who 


viewed him as Goliah did ce the n of 
Nac! FVG 

Compare him with thoſe who ſtand the higheſt ' 
on the liſt of fame whoſe names are — 


founded and reſounded by every tongue: 


whom, and in what hath he been ſurpaſſed ? 2 
you talk of the valliant men of old thoſe heroes; 
warriors, and conquerors WhO have driven aſſun- 


der the nations, and put to flight Liberty itſelf 2 


* 


Where is the name that does not, at the pointing: | 
of the finger, like a ſenſative plant, clude the ap- 


om nn: 


> a — IC 
2 —— 
* : 


- . +difcord.anddeſolation through a convulſed world? 
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Will you 1 him with thoſe in 
modern times, in foreign-countries—the vaunting 
3 Patriots, ilofophe! „and tie bold in- 
did defenders of-chenights of men? With thoſe; 

| lomatic:{kill, intrigue; or proweſs, 
b ſpecionsuaancs of liberty, have ſpread 


ry in ſess of blood ? Fordid it humanity 1-O thou® 
exalted ſpirit, pardon a ſuggeſtion of a compariſon 
of this kind. 
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y Sbau I. —— addreſſes 8 
which our beloved WASHINGTON made on 
his entrance into the: martial and civil departments 5 
aud the more endeating and inſtructive ones when 


he Wk chen ?, de: knowledge of your virtue and 


them in a v houſes, d epoſited: with your 
Bibles and recorded oa; ygur; hearts. But as well 
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might one deſcribe to you the appearance of the 
ocean by a drop from the bucket, as he could diſ- 

play the character of our lamented Chief, by a rep- 
reſentation of a particular inſtance of his valor or 
virtue. It was in the aſſemblage of a vaſt variety 
ol talents and virtues in our revered Sage that ren. 
dered him the Chief among ten thouſand ! But 
oh ! Gur Chief is gone ! 7 


| ar The Patriot's dead ! A nation weeps : 
in ͤ8duſt Columbia's Guardian fleeps 1 


ho 1s there but will ſay, when I heard this 
40 my lips quivered? The tents of Columbia like 
thoſe of Cuſhan, were in affliction, and the curtains 
of America, like thoſe. of Midia, did tremble. 
Oo Earth, hadſt thou ſenſation, I would hate thee, 
that thou didſt not groan when thy duſt covered 
the glory of the land. I would have ſaid, * Ye 
mountains of Gilboa”'—ye mountains of Vernon 


„let there be no dew, nor let the rain fall upon 


you!“ Ye daughters of Columbia weep—weep 
over the tomb of our illuſtrious Sage! How are 
1 | 
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ks we have, my friends, to conſole ourſelves 
in this, though the beauty of our county is fallen 
yet our hope is not departed : Hehas purchafed 
freedom and independence, and they deſcend to 
his heirs, who are worthy of the Inheritance. 


What father could aſpire to fairer proſpects in his 
children ? Is there a people on earth by whom i 11 


duſtry i is more cultivated, ſcience fauſtered, 1k be 


cheriſhed, or piety revered ? Shall we tamely ſul” 


mit to an inferiority in a compariſon with other 


nations becauſe our Patron is retired ? No, even this 
Commonwealth would, and ought to riſe indig- 


nant at the idea. We have thoſe now at home, 
in our councils and courts, whoſe integrity and a- 
bilicy give us a fair claim to a preference. But our 
claim as the fit heirs of WASHINGTON ſtops 


not here—where, i in what country or kindom are 


the principles of patriotiſm ſo pure and refined as in 


the Congreſs of the United States ? And we may 


hazzard a challenge to the powers of the world to 


the mighty ee and the weapons of \ War: _ | 
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produce a man ſo worthy of the place of the la- 
mented Svardian cf Columbia, as. our ms 
ADAMS! | 


{Wa gilt we rains 1 will we delight to echo, 
and re-echo the praiſes of our departed Friend. 
Could his glory in the field be rivalled, he him- 
felf has done it in his unexampled mode of retire- 


ment from war—in his boundleſs wiſdom in peace 


Ein the formation of a republican conſtitution 


"WMandiog the Chief in the civil as hie did in the mil- 

"itary department—and } in the diſplay he has given 
to the world that liberty may delight to dwell on 
earth. Could another pearl be added to thoſe 
which he had reluctantly received from an admir- 
ing world ſee him in retirement —his darling ele- 
ment beautified with the leſs brilliant, but the more 
valuable gems of piety, humanity, courteſy and 
| kindneſs, and all thoſe ſocial and domeſtic affeRt- 
ions which endear man to man, and conſurnate the 
perfe&tion of human SY 
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12 
7 died as he: lived calm and ſerene; modell. 

humane, generous and public ſpirited !. In his laſt 
will and teſtament he bequeathed freedom to the 
flave—food and taiment to the needy—rewards to 
che faithful tokens of friendſhip to the friend 
funds for the education of orphans—and an hand- 
ſome foundation towards the endowment. of an 
Univerſity for the laudable purpoſes by him ex- 
preſſed. His ſwords, he gave them to the brave 


« with an injunction not to unſheath them for the 


purpoſe of ſhedding blood, except it be for fel 


defence, or in defence: of their country and it's 


rights; and in the latter caſe to keep them un- 
ſheathed, and prefer falling with them in their 
A the relinquiſnment thereof. 
9 now, once more, he aſks for retirement : 
He requeſts, in his will, to be entombed with his 


relations at Mount Vernon “ And it is my ex- 


preſs deſire, he ſays, ** that my corpſe may be in- 
tered in a private manner, without parade, or fu- 


neral oration.” ——And could not thy country grant 


| thee this? Would they not permit thee e dave x . 
thy viſhed for retirement in the peaceful Mades— 8 
or even in the duſt of Vernon ? No—thy body is 
requeſted of thy amiable and diſconſolate widow 
—and ſhe 7 aught by the great example which foe 
þ long had before ber never to of poſe private wiſhes 


to the public u iii conſents to the requeſt, 


| Long may the name of our anceſtor be revered ! 
* 4 Long may the name of WA SHINGTON ſound 


irmonious in che ears of poſterity ! Monuments 


| of marble ace erected | in al! our land to perpetuate 


his memory! The father ſhall tell to his children, 
and they to theirs the things he has done for vs F 
© till time ſhall be no more !” The fineſt gold 
ſhall be tarniſhed the diamond ſhall be darken- 


ed—marble ſhall moulder—virtue and patri- 


Ws 


otiſm deſert the boſom of man, ere his name ſhall. 
fade on earth. The glory, and the love of him 
ſhall here abide ſo long as the ſun and the moon 
endure—and then, we have reaſon to believe, his 


praiſe ſhall remain in realms of bliſs, ſounded by 
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